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paedic Hospital. I may add that nothing would have in-
duced me to interfere with the medical affairs of the Ortho-
p&aelig;sedic Hospital, except at the request of, and in consultation
with, its medical officers ; or even then had they declined all
responsibility in the matter in which they sought my
advice.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
CHAS. MURCHISON, M.D.Wimpole-street, March 19th, 1872.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I beg to enclose the form of petition which I have
forwarded for presentation to the House of Commons on
Thursday, the 21st inst., and shall be obliged if you will

publish it in your this week’s issue.
Would you also permit me to state, for the information

of the medical public, that all that will be necessary for
those to do who agree with its tenour, is to copy it out fairly
on one side of a sheet of paper and sign their name ; they can
then send on the petition to their own members or to me, as
they think best. If forwarded to me it will be put into the
hands of a friendly member for presentation. Whatever is
done should be carried out without delay..

T Hm Sir vnnre Dhffiipmtlv.
JOSEPH ROGERS.33, Dean-street, Soho, March 20th, 1872.

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland
in Parliament assembled.

The humble petition of the undersigned sheweth,-
That whereas a Bill, called the Public Health Bill, has been brought

before your Honourable House seeking to impose fresh burdens of work and
responsibility upon Poor-law Medical Officers without providing for their
proper remuneration for the same, the effect of which will be that the sani-
tary work entrusted to them will of necessity be ill-performed;
That whereas the position of the district Poor-law Medical Officer is not

sufficiently independent of local influencea to justify his incurring the
odium and responsibility of directing what works should be executed to re-
move unsanitary conditions in his locality, the existence of which condi-
tions he may have reported; and whereas Clause 56 of the said Bill, which
relates to the establishment of Poor-law Dispensaries, is permissive only, as
it leaves the question of their establishment or otherwise solely within the
discretion of the Local Government Board; and whereas, to be truly of
national benefit, it is necessary that such dispensaries should be more ex-
tensively distributed than is contemplated by the clause in question;
Your petitioner prays that no Bill be allowed to become law which does

not provide for the proper remuneration of District Medical Officers who
may be required to act as Deputy Health Officers, and that does not place
the odium and responsibility of sanitary action in a superior health officer
independent of private practice, and paid accordingly.
Your petitioner further prays that Clause 56 be amended so that the

establishment of dispensaries may be made compulsory generally, instead
of permissive only, as now contemplated.

And your petitioner will ever pray.

MILITIA SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Your remarks in THE LANCET of the 16th inst. on
the position of militia surgeons most richly merit our grati-
tude. The reply given to Mr. Wheelhouse by Mr. Cardwell
on the 9th inst., to the extent it goes, does, indeed, place
us in a most unfair position. Had the answer been ex-
tended to the latter portion of the inquiry,  What com-
pensation was intended to be given for loss of income P " our
anxieties might not have arisen ; for surely it never can
be the intention of the Government to shelve a body of
men, several of whom have spent many of their best years
in their service without just compensation.
There are many amongst us to whom the pay we have

long received, and which we have looked upon as a perma-
nent portion of our income, is of serious importance, and
the loss of which would, doubtless, to some, be productive
of considerable embarrassment, and which we believed
nothing but incompetency or misconduct could deprive
us of.

It may be said that the majority of militia surgeons are
engaged in private practice, and that they have that to
fall back upon; but it should be borne in mind that our
duties, and especially those that have entailed absences
from home, I mean in recruiting, have not been carried on
without considerable sacrifices, to regain which would take
much time, would be attended with much difficulty, and in
many cases would be utterly impossible.
Let us trust that our fears for the future may be ground-

less, and that justice will be meted out to a body to whom,
I feel confident, it will be conceded that they have done
their duty in the important and responsible positions they
have held.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A MILITIA SURGEON OF TWENTY YEARS’ STANDING.

March 19th, 1872.

PHILADELPHIAN DEGREES: A WORTHY
EXAMPLE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR, I am not surprised at your present views respect-
ing the LL.D. Philadelphia, and advising me to keep the
degree a profound secret. On referring to THE LANCET of
some twelve months ago, I find a paragraph appears to the
effect that a certain medical gentleman had the same degree
conferred on him from the Philadelphia University by the
Senate. I have conversed with several leading physicians
and surgeons both in London and Dublin on the subject, and
from the information gained from them, I have put the
degree I obtained in absenti&acirc; behind the fire. I was taken
off my guard to a certain extent by your permitting the
same degree to appear weekly in your advertising columns.
I enclose you an advertisement which I have marked; the
title mentioned is of no more value than the one I have
already destroyed, and also from Philadelphia. I find
several persons making use of American M.D.s and LL.D.s,
and they inform me you recognise the same by allowing
them to appear in print in a journal that is supposed to
protect the interests of the medical profession.
i I have arrived at the firm conclusion that these American
degrees are worthless, and can be held only for the purpose
of misleading the public, and I was mad to think of making
use of such poor honours, and all well-thinking practitioners
will be of the same opinion as myself.
I I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
I, March 18th, 1872. L. R. C. S. I.

We commend the above example to all holders of so-
called degrees from the same source. We do not doubt
that most of them will take the same course after the
various revelations that have been made of late.-ED. L.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
" HOSPITAL SUNDAY " has been a decided success in Man-

chester this year, the total receipts up to the 7th March
being &pound;5314 13s., as against X3602 4s. 4d., the total sum
received last year. The revenue accruing from this move-
ment has been largely enhanced this year by a sister insti-
tution, 11 Hospital Saturday," which owes its existence to
the vigorous efforts of the honorary secretary to the move-
ment. The sum derived from this source up to the 7th of
March amounts to &pound; 1421 8s., so that a total of .86736 falls to
be apportioned among the medical charities of Manchester
and Salford during the present year.
At the last meeting of the Manchester Medical Society,

Mr. Bradley showed the following interesting pathological
specimens :-A heart with persistent foramen ovale, and
also a heart which had attained the unusual weight of
29 oz.; a bladder with a single ureter, taken from a subject
in whom the kidney and renal vessels of the same side were
absent; and a specimen of trichina spiralis from a subject
in the anatomical rooms at the School of Medicine. The

patient died in the Withington Workhouse, and the only
ascertained source of infection open to him was the ad-
ministration of beef-tea ; but it was suggested by one of the
members, as a possible source of fallacy that the relatives
of the deceased might have surreptitiously introduced
animal food of another description infested with the

parasite. Mr. Bradley remarked that this was the only
English case of trichiniasis which had been observed.

Dr. Leech showed an interesting specimen of rupture of
the heart, taken from a patient who died in a state of
dementia in the Withington Workhouse. Mr. Boutflower
showed a woman with a tumour of the breast, whose nature


